
 
July 24, 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 
This past spring was anything but typical for our school community. The Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) forced us to create remote learning plans overnight, deliver instruction in new and unique 
ways (sometimes without access to technology) and try to maintain a sense of family while being socially 
distant. On behalf of everyone at Berrien RESA, I commend you for coming together during this 
challenging time. It is clear that when we work together, our students, our families and our communities 
thrive.  
 
This summer, Governor Gretchen Whitmer unveiled the MI Safe Start Plan, a guide outlining a phasing 
structure to support Michiganders as we progress through the COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally, on June 
30, a MI Safe Schools: 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap was provided to guide educators as they 
develop their own return to school plans based on each of the phases from the MI Safe Start Plan. 
Thanks to guidance from the Berrien County Health Department, input from stakeholders through surveys 
and through conversations with Berrien County local school district leaders, Berrien RESA’s plan - the 
Berrien RESA SMART Re-Start Plan - is nearly complete. We are waiting on a few final instructions from 
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services as well as provide time for an organization-wide 
review before we can officially release the document (tentatively scheduled for July 31, 2020). However, 
to help answer some of your questions, I am glad to share a few key points from the plan: 
 

● As of now, Berrien RESA programs will resume on August 31, 2020. Students will participate in 
in-person learning while following all recommended health and safety guidelines outlined by the 
MI Safe Schools 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap and guidance provided by the Berrien 
County Health Department. Families are encouraged to screen students for COVID-19 symptoms 
prior to sending them to school. Thermometers have been purchased and will be provided to all 
families. IF YOUR STUDENT IS SICK, DO NOT SEND THEM TO SCHOOL. Report the absence 
by contacting the school office. 

● Staff members will report to work on Monday, August 24, 2020. They will follow recommended 
health and safety guidelines outlined by the MI Safe Schools 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap 
and guidance provided by the Berrien County Health Department. Staff members will be required 
to participate in a confidential daily symptom check (using the State of Michigan’s MI Symptoms 
portal) prior to entering their worksite. IF YOU ARE SICK, DO NOT REPORT TO WORK. 
Contact the Human Resource Office and your supervisor if you have COVID-19 symptoms or 
concerns, otherwise enter in sick-time requests as described in the employee handbook. Days of 
isolation and/or positive COVID-19 diagnosis that results in missed work will NOT count against 
employee sick time allocations. 

● Berrien RESA programs will not offer a hybrid model of instruction (where students report to 
school on alternating days). Instruction will either be provided in-person or, if necessary, 
remotely.  

● Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) will be provided for staff and students. Should staff 
members wish to purchase their own equipment (face coverings, gloves, face shields, etc.), they 
should consult the School Nurse to ensure that materials meet safety standards. Families are 
welcome to supply students with cloth face coverings. Individuals (staff or students) who claim 
medical exemption will need to meet with their building supervisor/principal to discuss additional 
safety measures to support the health and safety of everyone in the school building. This may 
include increased cohorting efforts as well as more pronounced social distancing. [Per the MI 
Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap, pg. 22 - Exception: Students 
unable to medically tolerate or unable to remove without assistance don’t wear a mask. Any 
student who cannot medically tolerate a facial covering must not wear one. Any student who is 
incapacitated, or unable to remove the facial covering without assistance, must not wear one. Pg. 
22 - Any staff member who cannot medically tolerate a facial covering must not wear one. Any 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://misymptomapp.state.mi.us/login
https://misymptomapp.state.mi.us/login


staff member that is incapicated or is unable to remove the facial covering without assistance, 
must not wear a facial covering.] 

● Class sizes will be limited to allow for social distancing (6 feet apart). The average class size will 
be about 12 students or less. 

● Common spaces, like hallways and entry points will feature directional signs to support social 
distancing. 

● Students will be grouped in cohorts to limit interactions. 
● Hygiene practices and routines will be reinforced with students.  
● Students participating in offsite classrooms will follow Berrien RESA protocols when in the 

classroom and local district protocols when navigating common spaces.  
● Community Based Instruction will continue to be offered. Students and staff will follow health and 

safety protocols outlined by worksites. 
● Families receiving home visiting services will continue to receive services online unless they 

request an in-person meeting. Individuals in the home, including the child receiving services, will 
need to successfully pass a symptom survey before services can be offered in-person. 

● Staff members may need to be temporarily reassigned to support emergency needs (substitute 
teachers). 

● Student/children’s activities may be suspended until the region has graduated to Phase 6 of the 
MI Safe Start Plan. 

● Until our region returns to Phase 6 of the MI Safe Start Plan, there will be no guests or visitors to 
the buildings unless they are essential to the health or safety of a student or the student body or 
are performing an essential function in order for the building/Berrien RESA/local district to 
operate. Visitors will be restricted to certain areas of district buildings. All visitors will be required 
to wear appropriate face coverings and participate in a symptom assessment. 

● Parents may still transport students to and from their school buildings. 
 
It is also important to remember that, although we are currently planning to host in-person instruction this 
fall, there is still the possibility of needing to close a classroom, school building or the district due to an 
outbreak of illness as well as updating components of the plan. Additionally, there is the possibility that an 
increasing number of positive COVID-19 cases may require our region to return to Phase 3 of the MI Safe 
Start Plan - meaning that school buildings will not be open to students and instruction will occur remotely. 
As always, we will provide updates to you via School Messenger.  
 
I expect that many families and students will have questions about the plan once it is released. To help 
address your concerns, please submit your questions to info@berrienresa.org.  
 
Thank you for entrusting us to safely educate your children. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_SAFE_START_PLAN_689875_7.pdf
mailto:info@berrienresa.org

